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that of Berlin in 1885, and at those of The
Hague in 1899 and in 1907. She inaugurated
the era of international congresses, as essential
parts of expositions, at her World's Fair in
1889, and has been largely represented in those
which have taken.place on such occasions else-
where. International congresses, upon all great
issues of our times, have not only been instru-
ments of international friendliness and peace,
but they have been a great educative force,
bringing into French life the experience of man
from all parts of the world. The influence
of these gatherings has been intensified by the
many international societies1 which the larger
life of the Republic has fostered. Never have
French diplomatic relations been more satisfac-
tory or French life more in touch with all great
human interests beyond national borders.

1 Fifteen of them have their headquarters in France.